
M adrid is the capital of 
Spain and the largest city 

with a population of over five 
million people.  It is 2,200 feet 
above sea level, and because 
of its location it has more clear 
sunny days than any other city 
in western Europeðand some 
of the most beautiful skies.  Reading a history of 
the cityðwhich was occupied since prehistoric 
times, is intimidating and confusing.  Itôs first his-
torical data came from the 9th century, when Meh-
med I, Sultan in the Turks Ottoman Era con-
structed a small palace in the same place now 
occupied by the Palacio Real.  Near that palace 
was the River Manzanares, which the Muslims 
called al-Majrit (which means ñsource of waterò).  
From this came the name Majerit which was later 
changed to the modern spelling of Madrid.  Our 

prayer is that God will make Madrid 
a source of His water for the rest of 
the nation of Spain.  In 1085 Alfonso 
VI of Castile conquered Madrid when 
it came under Spanish rule.  
Sephardic Jews and Moors contin-
ued to live there until they were ex-
pelled at the end of the 15th century.  

There is the Medieval Madrid, the Golden Cen-
tury Madrid, Madrid under the Hapsburgs, Bour-
bon Madrid, Madrid of the Romantics and so on.  
Much of this architecture remains today.  Visiting 
Madrid is a visual walk through thousands of 
years of history.  The city has grown over the 
past 20 years, and today experiences all the 
stresses of rapid growth.  Like its sister city, New 
York, with many universities, libraries, and muse-
ums, Madrid ranks as one of the major centers of 
government and the arts in Europe.   

I N T R O D U C I N G     La Vina Madrid 
           with Willem and Sonja van de Poll 

Like the rest of Spain, Madrid is predominantly 
catholic.  The percentage of believers is the low-
est of all big European cities, however, the recent 
wave of immigrants has increased the number of 
evangelicals considerably.  In 2003 Eric 
Halverson and Enrique García had a vision for a 
Madrid Vineyard. A small group of people were 
meeting at Ericôs place which eventually became 
an Alpha course to connect with new people.  
Ericôs wife is a Spanish catholic so many folks in 
her network attended.  Soon a second Alpha.  In 
2005 they launched ñAlpha Reloadedòða series 
based on Nicky Gumbelôs book ñA life worth liv-
ingò.  Then Eric started envisioning Efusi·n, an 
initiative to create a post-modern Christian move-
ment that is relevant for young adults in the Ma-
drid metropolitan area, however, they had nobody 
to pull the wagon and take on pastoral tasks.  
Two months later a missionary friend introduced 
him to Willem van de Poll.  

There was a mutual 
click, and Willem began 
participating in the Al-
pha evenings. At the 
same time, Eric also 
met some IAM leaders 
in Madrid on an annual 
prayer tour.  We de-
cided to run another Alpha course in a place we 
thought to be culturally more relevant.  Although 
attendance fluctuated from time to time, we did 
have a very good Holy Spirit weekend which 
really touched some folks.  These Alpha courses 
were attended by over 100 different people and 
several lives were touched.  Several participants 
wanted to continue, and we launched a Beta 
course last year.  When we finished this course 
last summer we had a core group of ten people 
with about 40 people visiting once or more.    
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Tapestry is a 

publication that is produced 
quarterly, and weaves together 
the threads of different Vine-
yard Churches, people working 
in those churches, Spanish 
history, the tastes, sounds and 
traditions of Spain.  Like an 
exquisite Tapestry when you 
stand back and look at the 
whole picture, you canôt help 
but marvel at the beauty of so 
many individual colors and   
textures laced together to form 
one landscape.  Our hope is 
that as you read this newsletter 
you will be inspired to praise 
God, pray for the partners we 
have in Spain, gain a vision for 
what this wonderful nation is 
like, and become more deeply 
committed and excited about 
participating with those who are 
working to build Godôs Kingdom 
in Spain.  Currently there are 
people from Spain, Holland, the 
United States, Chile, Ecuador, 
Bolivia, Venezuela and France 
working as leaders in the Span-
ish Vineyard churches we part-

ner with. 
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