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October gave a party; 

The leaves by hundreds came, 

The Chestnuts, Oaks 

and Maples 

And leaves of every name. 

The Sunshine spread 

a carpet, 

And everything was grand, 

Miss Weather led 

the dancing, 

Professor Wind the band. 
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Coming Attractions 

H ave you seen the television ad for Verizon where a 

balding man is about to hook up his computer which 
has obviously been giving him problems?  Heõs on the floor 

pleading with the cords all around him, òPlease workó almost as 
if it were a prayer.  If you have a computer, you can probably 

relate!  At that moment the Verizon man arrives in a bucket lift.  

The manñthinking he had been rescued by Godñremarks that 
he always imagined God with a gray beard.  Our Verizon hero 

assures him heõs no god, and tells him how to solve all his problems while remotely 

fixing his PC issue.  The man now KNOWS he is in the presence of god, so he begins 

to fervently pray, òPlease give me a new head of hair, please let me win the lottery, 
please give me a new recreation roomó, etc.  While that may seem humorous, it is a 

bit sad.  Recently a friend was relating a personal experience of his.  While talking 

with his sister, she mentioned his young niece wanted to talk to him.  He felt flattered 
and wonderedñwhat did she want to speak with him about, or what wonderful ex-

perience did she want to share with her uncle.  When she got on the phone the only 
thing she wanted to ask him was, could he contribute money to help her with a pro-

ject.  He was so disappointed.  Shortly after that, he received a piece of mail from a 
neighbor.  Again his heart lifted.  What would his neighbor be writing him about?  Was 

it an invitation to dinner or to visit or attend a neighborhood party?  With hopeful 
anticipation he opened the envelope.  Instead it was a plea for a cancer research 

contribution.  Again disappointment brushed across my friendõs heart.  I immediately 
connected his response to the longings in Godõs heart.  His disappointment mirrors 

the very disappointment God has lived with for many generations.  We are made to 
long for genuine relationship.  Itõs because God himself is relational.  God longs to 

make real connections with us, but instead we come to him with long lists of one-

sided requests for aid.  He longs for us to want to spend time with him to get to know 

him betterñto just be with himñwhere prayer becomes telling Him how we feel, 

whatõs going on in our lives, how much He means to us, how good He is, asking whatõs 
on His heart.  Where we ask Him if there are things Heõd like us to do or pray, and 

yes, even making our hearts desires known to Him.  Of course this takes time, and 
often weõre too busy with òmore important thingsó for that kind of relationship with 

God.  How sad it must make him.  Another distraction is the belief that we are too 

small and unimportant to Godñthat heõs too busy with bigger issues like poverty, 
war, earthquakes, etc.   

M y husband and I have looked forward to our date night almost every week 
for the past 39 years.  We regard these times as a highlight of our weekñ

having time to ourselves to explore what the other is thinking, where we are strug-
gling or rejoicing.  This is part of what love is all aboutñwhat gives us strength to do 

all the other important things we do.  Can you say this about your connecting times 
with God?  Maybe we should refer to our times of prayer as dates instead of devo-

tional time.  God says you are Jesusõ bride.  Your time with him is never a burden or 
unimportant.  Also, he is the one who calls himself Father and you are his child.  How 

precious the time is that I spend time with my children.  I treasure my times with my 

children and my husband most.  These are the òmost important, satisfying and 

rewardingó things I do.  Thatõs how God sees his time with us.  I pray youõll hear 

Godõs voice inviting you to grow in òConnecting with Himó. 

Nancy Andreson 
Associate Pastor 

  

ò. . . Donõt be afraid, for the Lord your 

God has arrived to live among you.  He 
is a mighty savior.  He will rejoice over 

you with great gladness.  With his love, 
he will calm all your fears.  He will exult 

over you by singing a happy song.ó  

 Zeph.3: 16-17 (NLT) 



Jennifer and her husband 
David have been attending 
the Vineyard for six years.  
Jen grew up in Bridge-
water in a catholic home, 
and had a great founda-
tion for believing in God.  

Her parents and grandparents were strong 
Christians.  However, she feels she was 
weak in her knowledge of the bible and the 
truly personal aspects of a real relationship 
with Jesus.  Her faith began to grow and 
develop while she was attending a Charis-
matic church at UMass, Amherst.  Jen is 
part of the Womenôs Ministry Team this 
year.  The most influential scripture verse in 
her life is Luke 16:10-11; ñUnless you are 
faithful in small matters you wonôt be faithful in 
large ones.  If you cheat even a little, you wonôt 
be honest with greater responsibilities, and if you 
are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will 

trust you with the true riches of heavenéò  This 
means so much to Jen she said because 
she often desires more than what she hasð
more children, a bigger house, more money.  
God is teaching her how to do the best job 
with what he has committed to her care now.  
He has her focused on cultivating attitudes 
of gratitude, contentment, and faithfulness.   
NA:  What did you want to do with your life 
when you were at college? 
JH:  I wanted to be a doctor for a long time.  
In my junior year I looked at that option real-

Recently I found out that the 

location of my brotherõs memo-
rial service was about two 

blocks away from the de-

stroyed bridge in Minneapolis. 
Later I realized I probably 

drove over it while I was there. 
We never know when or how an 

unexpected tragedy or crisis will confront and 
affect us. However, we can be confident that God is 

faithful and true, and He will òbe thereó to comfort 
and support us during our difficult times. Psalm 46: 

òGod is our refuge and strength, a very present 

help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though 

the earth be removed, . . . be still and know that 

God is in our midst!ó   
 

W ith the recent and tragic news about 

the bridge that collapsed in Minneapo-
lis, my thoughts easily wandered back to the 

time I spent in Minnesota last fall. While waiting 
for my flight at OõHare Airport in Chicago to 

return to Boston from a family celebration,  I 

received an unexpected phone call with disturb-
ing news about my younger brother who lived 

near Minneapolis. Charlie, 49 years old, was 
found in an unresponsive coma due to an ir-

regular heart beat and complications with dia-

betes. This news was difficult for me since I just 

had an enjoyable phone conversation with him a 

few days ago. Suddenly, I needed to change my 
plans to make several trips to Minneapolis to 

respond to my brotherõs needs and crisis.   
Without warning, our lives sometimes take un-

expected detours that usher us into directions we 

are unprepared for.  Our usual travel routes and 
daily schedules are often predictable, but then in 

the next moment there can be an unforeseeable 
collapse before us. Lifeõs adversities challenge us 

to make sudden changes and adjust to an array of 

unpredictable situations such as an illness, mar-
riage difficulties, or loss of a loved one.   In the 

midst of painful times, it seems that God magni-
fies His presence, love, and comfort in very per-

sonal and unique ways to reassure that He is 

with us. While in Minnesota, I experienced Godõs 
faithfulness by several answered prayers. Behind 

the scenes of my long-term prayers, I discovered 
that God was busyñstrategically placing several 

caring people in Charlieõs life that demonstrated 
His love, patience, kindness, and compassion.  

hard, yet it seemed God was withholding 
this blessing from me.  One night I was 
having a tantrum of emotion with David, 
and there was nothing he could do but 
listen.  He wanted to go to sleep, but I 
blurted out in desperation, ñI just want to 
know if Iôm significant to God.ò  David re-
plied, ñThatôs funnyðthis morning I had 
this feeling you should read, Search for 
Significance.ò  I stayed up reading it all 
night.  It was a turning point.   Little did I 
know I was already pregnant!  I had a 
normal, healthy pregnancy until the very 
end when the Crones flared.  Anna came 
into the world a healthy little girl.  I was so 
blessed.  Due to the Crones I couldnôt do 
many of the things Iôd hoped to do as a 
mom, like nursing her, and that was disap-
pointing.  Earlier this year I had to be hos-
pitalized for the Crones.  I was in and out 
of the hospital for three weeks.  I lost my 
memory, and that was terrifying.  I couldnôt 
be home with my family.  Anna was only 
13 months old, and I felt she would have 
abandonment issues.  These were some 
of my greatest challenges.  I learned I 
couldnôt always be in controlðof my 
health, of being a mom, and I couldnôt do 
things on my own.  I had to be in bed,                                    
to depend on other people and to trust 
God.  It was humbling as I encountered 
pride which prevented me from asking for 
help.                            continued on page 3  

istically and realized I couldnôt balance the 
schedule and demands of being a doctor 
and a mom. I wanted to be a mom more, 
so I changed my focus to serving in public 
health, and I was able to do that prior to 
Annaôs birth. 
NA:  You have had a long-term physical 
challenge.  Could you share that with us? 
JH:  I have had Crones disease since in-
fancy, and have been on medications many 
times in my life.  
NA:  What have been some of your great-
est challenges, joys and lessons?  
JH:  I had laid aside my longings to be a 
doctor because I wanted so much to be a 
mom.  Then when David and I married, I 
realized the medications I needed meant 
we couldnôt pursue having kids.  This was 
hard as I had no choice in the matter.  I 
began doing all I could to get off the meds.  
Dave, myself and many other people were 
praying like mad.  When you canôt have 
kids you notice everyone who can.  Youôre 
glad for them, but each new pregnancy you 
hear about is salt in a wound.  I had a 
growing bitterness in my heart, and was not 
in a good place.  This was yet another mat-
ter for prayer.  It took four very long years 
of waiting but finally my health improved, 
and we were given the release to have a 
child.  I thought Iôd get pregnant right away, 
but I didnôt!  I was fearful, disappointed and 
angry with God.  I had waited and worked 
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Food For Thought . . . In the Midst of the Unexpected                         by Kathy Wente 

Someone You Should Meet  . . .    An interview with Jennifer Horton          By Nancy Andreson 

WO MAN TO WO MAN  

Jennifer Horton 

Kathy Wente 



F  A L  L  

W hy doesnõt our contagious joy, enthusi-asm and gratitude infect others with a 
longing for Christ?  Do you hunger for Jesus 

Christ?  Do you yearn to spend time alone with him 
in prayer?  Does He fill your soul like a song of 

joy?  Is He on your lips as a shout of praise?  With 

questions like these, Brennan Manning invites us to 
a life of radical discipleship in this book.  Manning, 

who has authored many books which challenge us 
to a deeper knowledge and love of God, brings the 

reader to a new understanding of the cross of 
Christ.  It is this cross which is the permanent 

signature of the risen Christ.  The greatest ex-

pression of Christõs great love for us is His dying 
on the Cross.  By compassionately relating some 

of his own personal experiences.   

Manning concludes that all wisdom and power can be 

found at the Cross.  One anecdote that impacted me 
was the story of Manningõs time with the Little 

Brothers of Jesus.  He met Dominique Voillaume, one 
of the greatest influences in his life.  Dominique 

never tried to impress anybody or wondered 

whether his life was useful or meaningful.  He never 
felt he needed to do something great for God.  When 

he learned he was dying of cancer at age 54, he took 
a job as a night watchman at a factory.  Every morn-

ing after work he would hang around the park, and 
by his simple witness of accepting others as they 

were, he won some of the most rejected people to 
discover how great Godõs love was for them.  The 

last entry in his journal read, òAll that is not the love 
of God has no meaning for me.   

I can truthfully say that I 

have no interest in any-
thing but the love of God 

which is in Christ Jesus.  If 
God wants it to, my life will 

be useful through my word and witness. . .  But 

the usefulness of my life is His concern, not 
mine.   It would be indecent of me to worry 
about that.ó  These simple stories shared by 
Manning challenge the reader to a sim-
pler yet stronger faith as well as the rec-
ognition of Jesusô signature on our own 
lives. 
 

Mary Jane and her husband, Richard live Saga-
more Beach.  They have been part of the Vine-
yard for six years, and have four daughters. 
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Someone You Should Meet                              continued from page 2

Have You Read?              Book Review  by Mary Jane Kenrick 

The Signature of Jesus  by Brennan Manning 

I had to trust that others would love and care for Anna with the same intensity I did.  
I had to trust God that Anna would not be emotionally injured by our separation.  I 
was pushed to trust God in some unexpected ways.  Some very good things hap-
pened in my life.  Most of them had to do with control,  knowing that God is faithful, 
and discovering how much Anna is His child.  Anna prospered under the loving 
care of my family.   Until then, I didnôt want Anna to be in childcare in church or to 
leave her with anyone else.  I suffered more from anxiety separation than she did.  I 
loved caring for her.  She has been my greatest joy.  Watching her growðbeing 
part of the process and witnessing all the changes has been very rewarding.  What 
Iôve learned however is there is a balance of me doing my part and God doing his.  
Until this realization I felt that I was the answer to Annaôs every need.  Now I know 
she belongs to Him too.  He is the answer to her needs, and Iôm part of His answer!  
It has brought a lot of freedom into both of our lives. I feel like Iôm a much better 
mom and I can confidently say Anna is one secure, healthy, happy, and outgoing 
child.  God is so good!  

Quick & Easy Holiday Appetizer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Original 

Chex  

Party Mix 
 
 

1/2 cup butter 

2 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce 

1-1/2 tsp. seasoned salt 

1/2 tsp. garlic powder 

1/2 tsp. onion powder 

3 cups corn chex cereal 

3 cups wheat chex cereal 

1-1/2 cups mixed nuts 

1 cup pretzels 

1 cup garlic flavored bagel chips 
 

Preheat oven to 250 degrees. Melt margarine in large 

roasting pan in oven (5 minutes). Stir in seasonings. 
Add remaining ingredients and mix until coated. Bake 

at 250 degrees for 1 hour, stirring every 15 minutes.  
Spread on paper towels to cool, and store in airtight 

container.  Microwave Method: Melt butter in large 
microwave-safe bowl on HIGH. Stir in seasonings, 

then remaining ingredients until coated. Microwave, 

uncovered, on HIGH 5-6 minutes, stirring every 2 
minutes. Spread on paper towels to cool, and store in 

airtight container. 

 

y  Digging Up Dahlias y  
 
 

About a week after frost kills the top growth, cut the stalk down to 6 

inches.  Start digging the tuber (Dahlia bulb) about a foot away from the 

stem in a circle and pry it up.  Leave the stem intact with the clump. 

Gently brush off excess soil and rinse clean with garden hose.  DO NOT 

wash the skin off the tuber.  Air dry upside down in dry place at room 

temperature for a day.  Label the clumps so you know which is which. 

You may treat with a fungicide to help prevent rot during storage. 

Tubers should be kept in the dark at a  steady, cool temperature (above freezing but below 50) 

to stay firm without rotting or sprouting prematurely.  

Tubers may be packed in a plastic bag with holes punched in it, or a closed cardboard box or 

paper bag.  Surround the tubers with milled sphagnum peat moss, dry shavings, coarse sand, 

vermiculite or newspaper to insulate and separate them.  They should not be touching each other 

and must be kept in the dark..  



T he Vineyard was founded in 1985.  It is part of the Association of Vineyard 
Churches USA.  Don Andreson is the lead and founding pastor.  Our church pur-
pose statement is:   

 

 

 

W e like to think of ourselves as having a ñ1st Century Faith with a 21st 
Century Feelò.   We are committed to seeing the life of Jesus flow out into our 
community. 

                      Our present service times are:  Sunday at 8:45 & 11:00 A.M. 

W e invite you to call the church office at 781-585-4776 if you have any 
questions or to speak with one of our pastorsðor for further information about 

our church and its various ministries, visit our web site at . . . 

 www.thevineyardkingston.org 

 

 

WOMENõS BIBLE STUDY 
       
      Tuesdays beginning September 18th 
                  from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.   
          The Study this year is on Proverbs.     

 

òFor the word of God is living and 
active and sharper than any  

two-edged sword . . .ó 
 

Child care is available. 

I  nviting people to become disciples of Jesus, fully   

    committed, fully equipped and fully engaged.   

 

Dates To Remember 

{ 

 

Tuesdaysñ9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Womenõs Bible Study 

Proverbs 
 

Wednesday Womenõs Walking 

Every Wednesday morning at 9:30 a.m. 

(weather permitting) at 

the Nelson Field-Cordage Park Bike Path 

Meet at the Nelson Field Parking Lot, Plymouth 

(Corner of Water St. & Nelson St.) on the 

Waterfront.  This is about a 3 mile walk. 

For more info call Amy Woods 781-585-6793 
 

 

      Watch the weekly bulletin for updates. 

 

FULLY  COMMITTED , FULLY  EQUIPPED  AND  FULLY  ENGAGED  

8 Hilltop Avenue     -     Kingston, MA 02364 
781-585-4776 

info@thevineyardkingston.org     
www.thevineyardkingston.org 

8 Hilltop Avenue 

Kingston, MA 02364 


