
R ecently I revisited a book titled 
Duncton Wood by Willam Horwood.  

It is a work of fiction and focuses on a 
society of moles.  That’s right—moles—
the furry little critters that live in the 
ground.  This book which is no longer in 
print impacted Don and myself because it 
had so many leadership and character 
lessons.  Here is a little excerpt . . . 

This is so true and it especially applies to 
people.  We need to learn to listen to the 
Lord who speaks in our heart.  God tugs 
us towards “specific”  less than ordinary 
people.  Those who with just a little invest-
ment and love on our part turn out to be 
leaders and heroes of faith.  Recently in 
Women’s Bible Study we focused on 
Gideon (Judges 6).  This is a man whom 
God sees as a hero.  When an angel of 

the Lord comes to him 
he addresses him say-
ing “Mighty hero—the 
Lord is with you!“  
Gideon is confused 
and corrects the angel 
telling him he’s made a mistake…  “I’m 
from the weakest clan in Manasseh and I 
am the least in my entire family.”  I’m totally 
convinced that the reason he saw himself 
that way was because it was a reflection of 
how others saw him. If you came from a 
family where you were rejected, emotion-
ally or physically knocked down and beaten 
up, this is how you feel as an adult—
rejected, emotionally knocked down and 
beaten up.  (This was the history of our 
little mole Braken.) The reason is because 
the people who we are surrounded with are 
the mirror we look into everyday to define 
our worth. Yet it wasn’t meant to be 
Gideon’s destiny.  God had a different des-
tiny for him—one he could never have 
imagined or accomplished on his own.  
This is a negetive picture of a positive truth.  
Love has the power to build up and to 
speak into another a future they currently 
don’t see or are capable of.  My question 
is . . . Who are the hidden hero’s God has 
surrounded us with?  Who are we speaking 
a glorious future into?  Are we willing to 
help those who might be weak, selfish, 
stupid or lazy?  Heroes aren’t just born, 
they are made by people who see with 
God’s eyes and speak with God’s heart.   
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Shrimp 

Nachos 

 

1-1/2 cups 
(6 oz.) 
shredded 
pepper Jack 
cheese 
1 cup chopped cooked 
shrimp 
1 (4.5 oz.) can chopped 
green chiles, drained 
1/2 cup reduced-fat mayo  
1/3 cup chopped green 
onions 
1/4 cup sliced black olives 
1/4 cup chopped fresh 
cilantro 
48 tortilla chip scoops 
  

Preheat oven to 350 
degrees. Stir together 
pepper Jack cheese and 
next 6 ingredients. Spoon 
into tortilla chip scoops; 
place on baking sheet. Bake 
8 minutes or until cheese is 
melted.  (makes 4 dozen) 
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òThis Braken, heõs a strange mole, He has 
given me hope, but I donõt know why.  He 

really isnõt much to look at  and certainly 
doesnõt look as if he could defend himself, 

and yeté well . . . sometimes  youõll find 
there are moles you can help who donõt 

seem worth the trouble. You wonder why 
you tried.  They may be weak, or selfish, or 

stupid or lazy.  But youõll find that if you 
give such a mole your help; or in other 

words your love, they will often repay you 
in ways you could never have dreamed of.  

Thatõs the way the stone works, do you see?  

These moles will pop up years later and 
suddenly the mystery of why they crossed 

your tunnel, and came briefly into your life 
is solved.  And then you know that there are 

powers beyond yourself over which you 
have no control and before which a mole 

should feel aweé.ó 

Nancy Andreson 

 

 A LIFE  WITHOUT  

LOVE  IS LIKE  A YEAR  

WITHOUT  SUMMER .  

8 Hilltop Avenue     -      Kingston, MA 02364 
781-585-4776 

info@thevineyardkingston.org       
www.thevineyardkingston.org  

Dates To Remember  2010 
June 26th ~ Newport Flower Show 

  Register for this “Day Away” 
Newport Flower Show and a  

Newport Mansion. 
Details and registration form 

in the lobby—$19.00 for adults. 
 

Women's Bible Study 
Tuesday, September 14th 

 A Fresh New Look at God’s Word! 
 

Friday, September 17th 
Womenõs Fellowship Night 

Celebrating women’s relationships with  
one another and God.   Food, Fun  
& Fellowship.   Watch for details! 

T he Vineyard was founded in 1985.  It is part of the Association of     
Vineyard Churches USA.  Don Andreson is the lead and founding     

pastor.  Our church purpose statement is:   

 

 

W e like to think of ourselves as having a “1st Century Faith with a 
21st Century Feel”.   We are committed to seeing the life of Jesus 

flow out into our community. 
  
 Our present service times are:   

 Kingston Campus ~ Sunday at 8:45 & 11:00 A.M. 

 Hyannis Campus ~ Sunday at 10:00 am 

 

W e invite you to call the church office at 781-585-4776 if you have 
any questions or to speak with one of our pastors—or for further 

information about our church and its various ministries, visit our web site 
at www.thevineyardkingston.org 
 
 If you wish to view the service: 

 log on to www.thevineyardchurch.tv  

 or tune in to your local PACTV station  

 Sundays at 12 Noon or Monday evenings at 9:30 pm 

I nviting people to become disciples of Jesus, fully 

committed, fully equipped and fully engaged.   

8 Hilltop Avenue 

Kingston, MA 02364 



I  have a good Christian friend whom I had not 

seen for some years.  She contacted me 
about a year ago, and let me know she had been 

diagnosed with an aggressive form of breast 
cancer.  Of course, Dave and I kept her in prayer.  

Recently, after she indicated she was well enough 

to travel again we had her and her husband over 
for dinner.  Since we had not seen Sandy since 

her illness, we talked much of the evening about 
her initial diagnosis and treatmentñincluding 

chemo and radiation.  Her present condition pre-
vents her from doing the gorgeous quilting and 

other handwork she once enjoyed so much.  She 
also needs considerable support when walking (a 

permanent side effect from the treatment she 

underwent). In addition, her future prognosis is 
somewhat bleak.  Although she is free from her 

immediate concerns, she still retains cancer in 
her lymph nodes.  It was, in fact, a very difficult 

conversation with a dear friend who has meant so 

much to both Dave and I.  But just as I was begin-
ning to wonder how much one human being could 

endure, she said, "ébut you know Deb, as bad as it 
sounds, I wouldn't give this experience up for 

anything for God has brought me such joy even in 
the midst of it".  It was then that I suddenly knew 

she was OK.  I knew she wasn't saying that lightly 
because it was exactly what God did in my life 

about seven years ago when I was severely 

burned in a household accident. I can share more 
on that story in a future newsletter.  However, at 

that moment Sandyõs remark reminded me again 
that our God is so great and good.  We often live 

in fear of a dreaded disease, an unforeseen acci-

dent or a "what if" in our lives.  But Sandy would 
say, and I can confirm there is nothing in this life 

that God canõt turn into a blessing.  What we fear 
the most in life often becomes our greatest gifts! 

Debby and her husband, Dave, live in South Ply-
mouth with their loving "home group dog," Maggie. 
They have been part of the Vineyard for about two 
years. 

Food for Thought         ~ Blessings ~    by Debby White 

crisis didnõt change that.  I did find I had to set some boundaries for him.  I 

told him I didnõt want him reading me things he was reading because it under-
mined my own faith and made me feel insecure.  I also told him he had to find 

a friend to help him work through the spiritual part of his life.  His anger at 
the church and perhaps God would sometimes be aimed at me (as if I repre-

sented the them).  I let him know that I would always believe in God because 

in my heart He was the only thing I could believe in.  I felt isolated as we had 
lost all of our friends.  People often abandon those in crisis.  They are afraid 

somehow youõll rub off on them.  If only we understood the power of love and 
acceptance.  That was what brought Steve through.  I had to guard my heart 

from depression.  I was fearful for our children. It was hard to deal with their 
questions about why we didnõt go to church anymore and why they couldnõt 

see their old friends.  One day while on my porch I was praying and crying out 

to God.  I felt like he said look at all the people around you. The people you see 
every day walk by your house or while you are shopping at the grocery store.  

Youõve become isolated because you fear being with anyone but Christians. 
Then he said I want you to stretch out both of your arms. Feeling very foolish 

I did just that. Then he said this is how I want you to live from now on.  I want 
you to embrace life and people, and I want you to do it without fear.  That was 

a  life-changing moment for me.  

NA:  What is God doing now in your life? 

AS: Itõs a weird time for me.  I feel like Iõm in a holding pattern.  The kids are 

still home.  I have three years of home school left with our youngest and 
Kohen is going to do home school/college next year.  At the same time I feel 

like I want to burst out. Our daughter has taken over my business of pet care.  
My passion is for children, and I do Divorce Care for Kids as they need me.  

Iõm excited about going to the Ukraine in June with Al Scolio and Brenda 

Smith.  I feel really good about that.  We have worked as a team in Disciple 
Island for years, and if feels very natural.  God is helping me let my children 

work out their own life and faith.                                         Continued on page 3 

Anita Sisler        Continued from page 2 

This is a huge challenge for me.   Hannah is now 20,  Kohen 17 and Matty 15.   

I use to be on a worship team playing flute.  Recently I picked my flute back 
up after not having played in years.  I think it might be time for me to re-

engage with that part of myself.  It feels like Iõm entering into a transitional 
season.   
 

NA: What is your favorite book of the Bible? 

AS:  Ephesians.  I canõt get enough of it.  I return to it over and over.  It dem-

onstrates the love of God and his kindness and all the good things about life 
and people.  It calls us up.            

Someone You Should Meet              Anita Sisler  
An Interview with Nancy Andreson  

A nita and her husband Steve have been part of the 

Vineyard for nine years.  If youõve not met Steveõs 
better half,  you are missing a huge blessing.  She is the 

quieter, steadier one of the family!  Having spent many 
holiday dinners at our home, I describe her as one of the 

most caring and serving people Iõve ever met.  

NA: How did you come to the Vineyard? 

AS: We came as Steve was going through a faith crisis.  

We had been in another church, and some things happened that required us 

to move on.  It was a very painful time. That took about three years. We lost 
most all of our Christian friends. For a year and a half we didnõt go anywhere.  

Then someone suggested we come here.  During that time I felt very isolated 
and afraid to enter into another church family.  I was worried that it might be 

a repeat of our last experience.   

NA: What did it take to break down that fear?  

AS: I really began to connect at a Vineyard Womanõs retreat.  I roomed with 

Cindy Swick whom I didnõt know, and to this day has a very special place in my 
heart. One night Pam Jones and I were the last to leave a meeting, and for 

some reason I opened up to her.  I told her everything I was going through.  
We both ended up crying together and praying together.  I will always love 

Pam.  That night was the beginning of a huge change for me.  Don and Seth 
were so accepting of Steve and of our family.  It was a wonderfully healing 

time.  It was great to have a season where we were able to come and just be 

rather than come and do.  Steve had been a pastor, and so much of my 
church experience was in the context of doing.  Here we were just loved and 

Don told Steve I accept you for who you are and weõll work through stuff 
together.   

NA: What was it like for you to live through your husbandõs crisis? 

AS: I had always wondered how women lived with an unbelieving spouse.  
There were elements of it that were challenging.  I really love Steve, and his 
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Your Reading Pleasure . . .    with Leavitt Andreson    

Same Kind Of Different As Me        by Ron Hall and Denver Moore 

T he Same Kind of Different As Me 
is a story of how lives are touched 
and changed through unlikely 

friendships.  When a successful art dealer, 
Ron Hall, and a homeless man, Denver 
Moore, meet neither expects a union to 
form that will impact not only themselves, 
but the lives of others who hear or read 
their story.  Told in the narrative, each of 
the main characters offer a glimpse into 
the circumstances that shape their lives 
and prepare them for a journey that only 
God could have orchestrated.  Ron’s wife, 
Deborah, is the catalyst who sees with 
spiritual eyes what good can come from 
motives of pure love. 

Ron and Denver meet at the Union Gospel 
Mission when Ron reluctantly agrees to go 
with Deborah to serve food to the home-
less.  She encourages Ron to form a 
friendship with Denver because God gives 
her a dream about him.  In the dream He 
tells her that Denver is the wise man who 
is going to change the city.  Ron tries to 
make inroads with Denver, but Denver 
makes it very clear that he just wants to be 
left alone.  His life of poverty and slavery 
have left him cynical to people.  His losses 
in life have been many, and to protect 
himself, he shuns society in general.  But 
through perseverance they eventually 
become friends.  They are surprised to 

learn that the rela-
tionship is mutually 
beneficial.  Each of them lose their preju-
dices as healing begins.  They gain a 
greater understanding by seeing the world 
through the each other’s eyes.  When trag-
edy looms, Denver and Ron are drawn 
closer together as they pray for a miracle.    
The reader is taken through a journey of 
hope as the story unfolds and emotions 
coast from highs to lows.  This book  will 
challenge the reader to invest in the lives 
of others without judgment.  It is a true 
testimony to unconditional love and how 
much it can accomplish.   

Anita Sisler 

H elene has been part of the Vineyard since 1999.  She 
learned about the Vineyard through John Wimber's testi-

mony about healing which she heard on cassette tapes.  While 
attending the Kingston Campus, Helene assisted Cheryl Cecchini 
in children's church and worship for grades K - 2.  Helene cur-
rently lives in Sandwich, and she has been at the Hyannis Cam-
pus since 2003. She has four adult children, two sons and two 
daughters, and a faithful white Lab named Jake.  Helene's pas-
sion for learning and research has led her to complete a BA de-
gree in psychology with a minor in sociology and a certificate in 
substance abuse counseling from Curry College this spring.  
Helene keeps a busy schedule at the Cape Cod Community Col-
lege where she works with teenagers/young adults in the Aca-
demic Support Services Program and also Project Forward, a 
vocational program for young adults with intellectual disabilities. 
 

What is your favorite Bible verse and how does it impact your job? 
 

One of my favorite Bible verses is, "Come to me all who are 

weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest." Matt. 11:28. This verse encourages 
me to extend God's gentleness and peace 
to others. One of my goals is to create a 
peaceful work and learning environment 
where students feel safe, and they can dis-
cover and understand their learning styles, 
strength areas, and organize their thoughts 
for learning. 
 

How do you bring Jesus into the workplace in 
a practical way? 
 

I am also inspired by the words of St. Fran-
cis, "Preach the gospel always, and if nec-
essary, use words." I use these inspiring 
words to build trust and relationships with 
others in a quiet way. I also look for oppor-
tunities from God to offer to pray for others. 

On the Job                     with Helene Hastings  ~  Hyannis Campus 

Helene Hastings 

I am also inspired 

by the words of St. 

Francis . . . 

ñPreach the gospel 

always, and if 

necessary, use 

words."  

The Newport Flower Show 
 

Newport celebrates its 15th year as 
Americaõs premier summer flower 
show in 2010 with an African 
theme.  Safari-Flora and Fauna will 
capture the imagination with the 
exotic treasures of  a continent that 
boasts the most diverse range of 
plants and animals in the world.  
Join us for this òDay Awayó on June 
26th. 
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