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A  New Yearðthe holidays are behind us and the 
Christmas gifts all unwrapped and put away.  

What surprises will this year hold for each of us?  As I 
interviewed Elizabeth Hunt for this issue, I was think-
ing how intimately God knows us and how timely He is 
in giving us His gifts only when we are ready to re-
ceive them.  If He gives them too early, we miss the 
blessing and the lesson in them.  We would never give 
a two-year old a ten-speed bike for a gift.  God is so 

much wiser than we are.  He is also very patient. 

O ne of my children has a very difficult time purchasing a gift ahead 
and saving it for the appropriate occasion.  He gets so excited 

about the gift and the person he is going to bless that he has to give the 
present almost as soon as he gets it.  My husband, on the other hand, will 
sometimes purchase things years in advance and hide them away for 
some special occasion.  He brings them out just at the right moment.  If I 
was an inquisitive woman I could go snooping through our closet and find 
special gifts snuggled safely away awaiting some future unveiling.  I do 
believe this reflects an aspect of Godôs heart.  God isnôt in a rush.  He is 
confident the day will come when that which He has planned for us long 
ago matches our season in life perfectlyðfor His timing is perfect.  His 
gifts usually make me laugh and cry.  This makes me feel warm . . . loved 
and full of anticipation for the good things God has hidden from me.  Iôm 
not impatient as I await them anymore than I am awaiting to discover 
what Don might have hidden away.  I have repeatedly experienced the 
blessing of his timing.  Like Elizabethôs story, gifts often hold the most 

meaning when we are in the midst of feeling alone in our struggles. 

A  few years ago I read a book by Gracie Burnham called, ñIn the Pres-
ence of My Enemiesò.  It was a very different bookðnot one you 

should read if you arenôt prepared to cry or have your understanding of 
God challenged.  It is well written and deeply impacted my present under-
standing of God.  Itôs the true story of a missionary couple kidnapped in 
2001 by rebels in the Philippines and their resulting horrific one year cap-
tivity.  God didnôt change their circumstances for a long while, and when 
He did the outcome isnôt what one would predict.  He used their circum-
stances to help them connect with their own hearts and with Him in 
deeper ways than ever expected.  He gave them small unexpected, un-
mistakable and overwhelming gifts all along the way.  Each was signed 
with his Name, ñI Am Faithful, I Am Kind, I See You, I Am With You, I 
Love You!  Thatôs what Godôs gifts are all aboutðboth past and ones yet 

to be givenðconnecting with the Giver!  

Nancy Andreson 
Associate Pastor 

    

              Stew  
 

Easy Winter Meal 
 

2 lbs of stewing beef 

cut into bite size pieces 

1 large sweet onion 
chopped into chunks 

1/2 lb baby carrots 
5 med. Potatoes (skins on) cut in chunks 

1 lb. frozen whole green beans 
1 large can of diced tomatoes 

1 teaspoon of salt 
1/2 teaspoon of freshly grated  pepper 

2 four-inch cinnamon sticks broken in 
large pieces 

1/4  to  1/2 tsp. ground cloves or a few 
whole cloves 

2  Tablespoon cornstarch thinned till 

smooth with 1/4 cup of water 
Combine all of ingredients except corn-

starch in a large  crock pot in the morn-
ing.  Mix well.  Turn crock pot on medium 

or high heat for the day.  If able stir once 
in the afternoon.  In the crock-pot push 

ingredients to the side and thicken juices 
with thinned smooth cornstarch 5 min 

prior to eating.  This can be cooked on 
the stove top on low heat for 2 hours or 

until carrots and potatoes are tender, 

checking regularly to add fluid as 
needed.  Serve with warm hearty whole 

grain bread. 

òWinter is on my head, but eternal 

spring is in my heart.ó  

ñ Victor Hugo 



A woman renewing her driver's license at the County Clerk's 
office was asked by a woman  recorder to state her occupa-
tion.  She hesitated, uncertain how to classify herself.  "What I 
mean is," explained the recorder, "do you have a job or are 
you just a......?"   "Of course I have a job," snapped the 
woman.  "I'm a Mom."   "We don't list 'Mom' as an occupation, 
'housewife' covers it," said the recorder emphatically.  One day 
I found myself in the same situationðthis time at our own Town 
Hall.  The Clerk was obviously a career woman, poised, efficient and 
with a high sounding title like, "Official Interrogator" or "Town Regis-
trar."  "What is your occupation?" she probed.  I donôt know what 
made me say it.  The words simply popped out.  "I'm a Research As-
sociate in the field of Child Development and Human Relations."  The 
clerk paused, ball-point pen frozen in midair and looked up as though 
she had not heard right.  I repeated the title slowly emphasizing the 
most significant words.  Then I stared with wonder as my pronounce-
ment was written, in bold, black ink on the official questionnaire.  
"Might I ask,"  said the clerk with new interest, "just what do you do in 
your field?"  Coolly, without any trace of fluster in my voice, I heard 
myself reply, "I have a continuing program of research (what mother 
doesn't) in the laboratory and in the field, (normally I would have said 

indoors and out).  I'm working for my Masters, (first the 
Lord and then the whole family) and already have four 
credits (all daughters).  Of course, the job is one of the 
most demanding in the humanities, (any mother care to 
disagree?), and often I work 14 hours a day (24 is more 
like it).  But the job is more challenging than most run-of-
the-mill careers, and the rewards are more of a satisfac-

tion than just money."   There was an increasing note of respect 
in the clerk's voice as she completed the form, stood up and 
personally ushered me to the door.  As I drove into our driveway, 
buoyed up by my glamorous new career, I was greeted by my 
lab assistantsðages 13, 7, and 3.  Upstairs I could hear our new 
experimental model (our six-month old baby) in the child devel-
opment program, testing out a new vocal pattern.  I felt I had 
scored a beat on bureaucracy!  And I had gone on the official 
records as someone more distinguished and indispensable to 
mankind than "just another Mom."  Motherhood!  What a glorious 
careerðespecially when there's a title on the door.  Does this 
make grandmothers "Senior Research Associates, great grand-
mothers, "Executive Senior Research Associates" and auntsð 
"Associate Research Assistants".?  I think so!!!!   

once a month.  It was so great that I decided I 
would go twice a month.  I was getting so 
much out of it that after awhile Iôd go to an 
early mass and then to the Vineyard.  Finally I 
realized this was where I found life and aban-
doned trying to be at two churches.  I felt wel-
comed, alive and comfortable even though I 
didnôt really know anyone.  I love the Vineyard, 
and God has used it to change my life. 
NA: Could you have ever imagined that one 
day you would be a Vineyard secretary? 
EH: No way!  To think that at 65 when others 
are retiring, I would take on a totally new job 
with new things to learn.  I could not have 
imagined how much I would love it and see it 
as an incredible gift from God.  What a sur-
prise that was!   
NA.  In what way? 
EH:  I am a huge introvert. I also have strug-
gled most of my life with getting tired easily.  I 
have always felt negative about myself, and 
believed I didnôt have any giftsðthat sort of 
thing.  I have been afraid of people, living in 
fear of them, and so Iôm not really comfortable 
being around them much.  I have been a loner.  
I hate being out front.  I used to come in and 
help out on a regular basis or Iôd fill in a bit 
when needed.  I loved doing that.  I had my 
little jobs each week, and it was so much fun 
to get out of the house and be here and help 

 

Elizabeth Hunt has 
attended the Vineyard 
for about eight years 
with her husband, Jim.  
If you call or come into 
the church office, she is 
often the friendly lady 
behind the desk or on 
the phone.  Her pres-

ence has been a great blessing to our 
whole staff.  She has a mighty servantôs 
heart and brings excellence to all she 
does. 
NA: Elizabeth how did you come to the 
Vineyard? 
EH: I grew up Catholic, Jim grew up Con-
gregational, we married in the Episcopal 
Church and attended one until things sort 
of blew up there.  After that Jim stopped 
going to church entirely, and I went back 
to the Catholic Church.  He ran into old 
school friends who attended the Vineyard 
(Ted and Joanne Collagan), and they in-
vited him to come.  He loved it, and tried 
to get me to come.  I had this dream that 
we would someday attend church together 
so I relented.  I laugh at this now because 
it was such a role reversal.  I was the one 
who was always trying to get Jim to con-
nect with church.  At first I would come 
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WO MAN TO WO MAN  

out.  Iôd look forward to it every week.  I think 
it was God secretly getting me ready to have 
the courage to say yes when Don asked me 
to come in until we could hire a full time per-
son.   Whatôs happened is amazing. 
NA: Amazing? 
EH: Yes, Amazing!  I love this job. Itôs me!  
Iôve always struggled with guilt that I donôt go 
out and evangelize, that Iôm not outgoing.  
Now I feel more meðmore alive.  Working 
here behind the desk I have felt more 
ñElizabethò than I have felt at any time in my 
whole life!  Itôs making me a people person.  
I love the activity of the job, all kinds of peo-
ple coming and going all of the time.  I love 
the learning experience.  I had some com-
puter experience, but now I am learning all 
kinds of new computer things.   Iôve discov-
ered Iôm pretty good at learning too.  Each 
day there are different things to do, and 
every week something new is happening.  I 
canôt believe the projects Iôm given to do.  
They donôt even scare me.  I pray and God 
helps me figure out how to do it and do it 
well!  Itôs so exciting.  I really feel like God is 
with me and bringing me through things.  I 
trust him in new ways.  Iôve discovered I do 
have gifts that make a difference!  Itôs such a 
grace-filled environment which makes my 
time here so rich.  Continued on page 3 

Elizabeth Hunt 



WI N TE R  

Donna Hollis is co-owner of 

Hollis Insurance Agency.  She 
and her husband, Bob, have 

owned the business since 
1988.  She serves as a liaison 

between their clients and 

multiple insurance companies.  
She is the clientsõ advocate, and reviews policies to 

insure the client is getting the best deal and also 
handles renewals, questions, and about half of the 

clientsõ homeowner and automobile policies.  They 
service about 600 people. 

What Bible verse helps you in business?  
I would say the verse that most defines the attitude 
I bring to work is Matt. 4:19 when Jesus says to his 

disciples, òfollow me and I will make you fishers of 
men.ó   I believe Godõs purpose in placing me in this 

position is to serve not only my clientsõ practical 
needs but also their spiritual ones. 

How do you bring Jesus into the work place?  I 

use to be shy about it, but years ago I read a book 
called òOut of the Salt Shaker and Into the World:  

One Night With the King is about to come 
out on DVD.  My husband and I saw it at 
the theater and would recommend it as 
time well invested.  The movie stars Peter 
OôToole, Tiffany Dupont, and Omar Sharif.  
It follows the story of Esther from the Old 
Testament book of Esther.  She became 
the Queen of Persia.  The movie causes 
you to think about the real lives of the peo-
ple we read about regularly in the bible.  
While taking a few liberties with the actual 
story, the movie sticks close enough to the 
heart of story.  It made me think about how 
Esther, Mordecai, King Xerxes and Haman 
were real people who were  caught in a 
real time in history, and by their actions 

determined future history.   

The producers did an ex-
cellent job of portraying the 
layers of intrigue that make 
up real life.  It causes one 
to reflect on how people 
come with their own 
agendaôs, and how we get 
caught in the cross fire of 
peopleôs ambitions for 

power or position.  We often feel trapped, but 
God has orchestrated every season of our life.  
As you view this film, you will be reminded of 
how peopleôs actions have incredible impactð
both for good or bad.  You will be encouraged 
as you see that the only reason bad doesnôt 
always triumph is because Godôs people ex-
hibit courage while putting their lives on the 

line and their trust in 
Him.  In the movie you experience that 
tension.  Iôve often read the book of Esther 
and thought about the famous statement 
quoted from chapter 4:14, ñAnd who 
knows whether you have not attained roy-
alty for such a time as this?ò  In fact, I 
have felt that God has been very purpose-
ful to give us the lives we have, which are 
perfectly suited to the times in which we 

live.   

While watching this movie, I experienced 
the complexities of this reality through 
Esther and Mordecaiôs eyes.  It was a very 
beneficial spiritual experience, which left 
me much to think about.  I am still apply-

ing its lessons. 
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God has given me physical strength.  This may 
sound silly to some, but I can work for six-hour 
stretches several times a week!  Iôve not been 
able to do that in years.   Normally Iôd have to rest 
for several days.  Now I get to the end, and al-
though Iôm tired I feel so satisfied and look forward 
to coming in to work again.   
NA:  What do you think God is getting at? 
EH: Iôm learning how important it is to listen to 
Godôs voice and obey Him.  Most of my life has 
been a road of emotional ups and downsðmostly 
downs.  As I look back I see God was with me, but 
I made my life much more difficult than it needed 
to be.  I think inwardly I was stubborn and rebel-
lious with God.  I just didnôt trust Him.  Three years 
ago we bought a house prior to selling our present 
home believing it would sell quickly.  That didnôt 
happen so weôve been carrying two mortgages.  
Itôs been hard but good because I really can see 
how stubborn and untrusting my life in God has 
been.  This was one of those situations where 
God made clear to me I could let go and trust Him 
or be totally miserable.  I would pray ñGod I need 
a job, God I need a jobò over and over again.  I 
was going to go to Kohlôs and apply there.  Then 
God answered and opened this opportunity up at 
the Vineyard.  I believe this is the very thing He 
has used to show me I could trust Him.  I trust Him 
every day!  Iôve discovered He is trustworthy and 
He is good!  He is healing me! 
NA:  I am reminded of a verse:  ñBetter is one day 
in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would 
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
than dwell in the tents of the wicked.  Psalm 84:10 

That really encouraged me.  As Iõve gotten older 

Iõve become more bold.  After 50 you donõt care 
as much about what others think of you.   I have 

a card holder on my desk that is covered with 
different crosses.  Itõs amazing how many con-

versations are begun because of that simple 

card holder.  I also really believe in òbait state-
mentsó.  Fishermen use bait when they fishñand 

Iõm a fisher of men.  My bait is a simple state-
ment about God, my life, my church, my under-

standing of God and my experiences.  I throw 
them out  as an invitation for people to pick up 

on when theyõd like to talk further.  Again itõs 
amazing the conversations that happen.  Many 

people already know we are Christians.  Iõve also 
found that sometimes the best God thing I can do 

for someone is to be a listening ear when they 
are hurting.  This is what makes my job worth 

doingé.Most days I love it, because it brings 

together the two things I love bestñGod and 
people. 
 

Valentineôs Day Ideas with a Heart! 

Valentine Date:  Hop on a tour bus with your sweetheart and enjoy the sights and sounds of a 

historic city your area.  You'll avoid the plane ticket and hotel charges while learning all about 
your very own neighborhood. 

Share a Heartfelt Message:  Get the address of a service person serving in Iraq or Afghani-

stan and drop them a letter of encouragement and thanksgiving.  



T he Vineyard was founded in 1985.  It is part of the Association of Vineyard Churches 
USA.  Don Andreson is the lead and founding pastor.  Our church purpose statement is:   

 

W e like to think of ourselves as having a ñ1st Century Faith with a 21st Century Feelò.   
We are committed to seeing the life of Jesus flow out into our community. 

                          Our present service times are:  Sunday at 8:45 & 11:00 A.M. 

W e invite you to call the church office at 781-585-4776 if you have any questions or to 
speak with one of our pastorsðor for further information about our church and its various 
ministries, visit our web site at www.vcfkingston.org 

 

 

WOMENõS WINTER BREAK! 
HOLIDAY INN, FALMOUTH 
FEBRUARY 2ND TO 4TH 

 

òI AM BECAUSE HE IS!ó 
 

Fun! 
Fellowship! 

Food for the Spirit & Body! 
 

I  nviting people to become disciples of Jesus, fully   

    committed, fully equipped and fully engaged.   

Dates To Remember  2007 

{ 

 

Tuesdaysñ9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Womenõs Bible Study 
 

February 2ñ4th Weekend 

Womenõs Winter Break 

I AM BECAUSE HE IS! 

Holiday Inn, Falmouth, MA 

Brochures in the Lobby 
 

March 2ndñChick Flick Night  321 

3rd month, 2nd day, bring 1 friend! 

7 P.M. to 10:30 P.M. in Teen Room 
 

April 21 ñ Spring Creative Morning 9 A.M. to 12:30  

Bring your own bag lunch.  Weõll have some art 

projects/crafts for you to do.  Bring a friend! 
 

May 12th ñ Mother-Daughter Luncheon 

Celebrate a woman in your lifeña mom, daughter, 

sister or friendñ 9:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 
 

      Watch the weekly bulletin for more. 

FULLY  COMMITTED , FULLY  EQUIPPED  AND  FULLY  ENGAGED  

8 Hilltop Avenue     -      Kingston, MA 02364 
781-585-4776 

info@vcfkingston.org       www.vcfkingston.org 

8 Hilltop Avenue 
Kingston, MA 02364 


